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A GIFT OF
RELATIONSHIP
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K

atie Weitz (MEd ’99) couldn’t have known when she
came to DePaul with the intention of earning a master’s
degree in elementary education that she and her family
would make a lifelong commitment to DePaul’s College
of Education (COE). But that is exactly what happened.
The Weitz Family Foundation of Omaha, for which
Weitz serves as executive director, recently committed
$2.5 million, which includes a $1 million matching gift
challenge, to establish the Weitz Family Endowed Chair for
Arts Education at COE and benefit the college’s Stockyard
Institute. The latter is a citywide arts initiative that provides
a platform for building relationships throughout Chicago,
particularly in underresourced communities.
The Stockyard Institute was founded 25 years ago by
Jim Duignan, an artist, associate professor, and founder and
chair of the college’s Visual Art Education program, and
is co-led by Rachel Harper, a COE professional lecturer.
Over the years, the projects, which are chosen by the
community and designed to foster a sense of creative pride
and togetherness, have led to gallery exhibits, publications,
performances, educational events, radio broadcasts, and
several student-led and community-driven radio stations.
Weitz’s connection to the Stockyard Institute goes back
more than 20 years to when she was a student of Duignan’s.
She recalls Duignan’s interactions with students and being
impressed by his approach. “We always say teachers learn as
much from their kids as kids learn from their teachers—but
how does that actually happen? It happens in relationship, and
Jim was demonstrating for us how that played out in practice.”
After earning her degree, Weitz went to work at Henry
Suder Elementary School (now Suder Montessori Elementary Magnet School) on Chicago’s West Side, which was
under a Chicago Public Schools performance improvement

Through their foundation, Katie
Weitz (MEd ’99) and her family
(above, left) are helping to
expand the Visual Art Education
program that inspired Weitz as a
DePaul student.

plan. COE partnered with Suder as its accountability partner to help
the school improve. That is when Weitz and Duignan reconnected
and started working together.
“The Stockyard Institute was one of the very first organizations
that the Weitz Family Foundation funded 21 years ago,” Weitz says,
“and Jim has just been a really solid, steady force in my life and in the
life of the Weitz Family Foundation in terms of how we do our work
and how we learn from the people we work with.”
The gift from the Weitz Family Foundation is one from the heart.
“One of the things that I love about DePaul is that there is a real
understanding of social justice values. I love DePaul’s commitment
to social justice, and I feel that the Stockyard Institute is the epitome
of that commitment.”
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